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become the driving force in American popular music over the next half-century. Al-

though sometimes called “doo-wop,” “soul,” “funk,” “urban contemporary,” or “hip-hop,’
R&B is actually an umbrella category that includes all of these styles and genres. It is in fact
a modern-day incarnation of a musical tradition that stretches back to nineteenth-century
America, and even further to African beginnings.

The New Blue Music: Changes in Rhythm & Blues, 1950-1999 traces the development
of R&B from 1950 to 1999 by closely analyzing the top twenty-five songs of each decade.
The music of artists as wide-ranging as Louis Jordan; John Lee Hooker; Ray Charles; James
Brown; Earth, Wind & Fire; Michael Jackson; Public Enemy; Mariah Carey; and Usher takes
center stage as the author illustrates how R&B has not only retained its traditional core style
but has also experienced a “re-Africanization” over time.

By investigating musical elements of form, style, and content in R&B—and offering
numerous musical examples—the book shows the connection between R&B and other forms
of American popular and religious music, such as spirituals, ragtime, blues, jazz, country,
gospel, and rock 'n’ roll. With this evidence in hand, the author hypothesizes the existence of
an even larger musical “super-genre” which he labels “The New Blue Music?”

Rhythm & blues emerged from the African American community in the late 1940s to

Richard J. Ripani is a faculty member at Hume-Fogg Academic High School in Nashville,
Tennessee. He is also a professional musician and songwriter in Nashville, performing
with artists such as Ronnie Milsap, Ronnie McDowell, the Kentucky Headhunters, and Lee
Greenwood. He has worked on numerous national television programs and earned gold and
platinum records.

AUGUST, 240 pages (approx.), 6 x 9 inches, 65 musical examples, 15 tables and graphs, bibliography, index
ISBN 1-57806-861-4, unjacketed cloth, $50.008

ISBN 1-57806-862-2, paper, $20.008

MUS020000 + MUS039000 + MUS015000

A STUDY THAT FINDS
AFRICAN INFLUENCES

OF MELODY, HARMONY,
RHYTHM, AND FORM IN THE
TOP 25 SONGS FROM EACH
DECADE OF R&B

American Made Music Series

Order The New Blue Music: Changes in Rhythm & Blues, 19501999 Ship to:
Information: Qty.cloth —— Price Each Name

Sales tax:

e S
Shipping & handling; Subtotal City/State/Zip

Add $5.00 for first book,
$0.75 for each additional Mississippi Sales Tax

book. Phone
Outside USA: $7.50 for Shipping & Handling

first book, $2.00 each

Emall
additional book. Total

To receive a catalog of [ Check or money order payable to University Press of MS
other University Press of  [J American Express [OOMC [OVISA [ DISCOVER
Mississippi books

Call: 1-800-737-7788 Exp. Date

fax: (601) 4326217,

or e-mail: Card #
press@ihl.state.ms.us

Send order to: University Press of Mississippl
3825 Ridgewood Road, Jackson, MS 39211

FAX order to: 6014326217
Call order to: 1-800-737-7788

Signature Online order to: www.upress.state.ms.us

university Press of [VIISSISSIPPI




